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Newsletter February  2020 

Monday Painters begin new year 

The Annual General Meeting 
of the Central Otago Art Society 

will be held at 7pm on 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020  
At Community House, Alexandra 

Speaker to be finalised 

Want to have a go at painting, but never got around to 
it? Would like to get back to painting? Enjoy the 
company of others while perusing your creativity? 

Why not join the Monday Painters two Mondays a month at 
Community House? 10am-3pm. Cost $10 per day. 

Debbie helps new and established artists to develop their 
personal style. She is an expert on mixing colours. Feel free to 
“do your own thing.” 

Beginners will learn how to start a painting using basic 
techniques and learn about composition and design 
fundamentals. 

Every session is on a Monday from 10am-3pm  

February 17 March 2  March 16 March 30 

April 6  April 20  May 4  May 18 

Pictured at Community House on Monday, February 3, 2020, the Monday Painters get creative at the first session for 2020.  

Tutor Debbie Malcolm is pictured at the back, facing forward.  

Photo: Jane Scott, Community House 
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Art at the Packing Shed a showcase 

of Arts and Crafts 
The biennial event run by the CO Art Society in conjunction with 

The Packing Shed, on Saturday and Sunday January 4 and 5, was a 

great success. 

Convener of the event, Judy Campbell said “Saturday was really 

busy from 10am while Sunday got away to a quiet start then got 

busier after lunch when the sun came out.” 

Cathy Jackson was there for the day on Saturday painting the faces 

of children, Jack and his assistant worked away selling fresh fruit 

ice creams from their ice cream van and the Packing Shed café was 

flat out serving lunches, coffee and baking all day on both days. 

There were 13 stalls selling pottery, ceramics, painting, 

photography, weaving, knitting and paintings. 

Thirty eight paintings were in the art exhibition in The Packing Shed 

by 20 different artists.  

Ross and Annetta Cowie of Studio 5 at their market table in 
the background and some of Kathi McLean’s garden art in the 
foreground. 

“Mr Man” ukulele group perform on the Saturday afternoon at Art 

at the Packing Shed.  Richard Parsons’ Solo Exhibition 

A successful local artist and member of the Central Otago Art 

Society is having a solo exhibition at Eade Gallery this month.  

The rural setting inspires his large-scale oil on canvas works that 

have been well recognised. Don’t miss this exhibition. 
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From Winemaker to Printmaker 
Marion Vialade  
By Beth McArthur 

“I am a Maker — a Wine Maker, a  Print Maker and a Paint 
Maker,” Marion Vialade said when I went to interview her 
for this story. 

Marion has created drawings all her life, but started getting really serious 
about it in 2008 when she went on a trip to Australia with a friend. “I made 
a sketch book journal of the trip,” she said. Prior to this, Marion drew 
pictures from her imagination. 

In 2005 Marion, from Languedoc in the South of France and partner 
Antony Worch, from Alsace in the North of France came to New Zealand. 
They met while both at university studying to become wine makers in 
France. New Zealand was trendy in the wine industry then. A lot of the 
students who came to New Zealand went to Marlborough, but Antony and 
Marion were given the opportunity to come to Central Otago, and they did. 
“I’ve got all the diplomas,” she said of her wine making study. 

Marion and Antony came to New Zealand each year from then for the 
harvest. By 2011 they were spending more time here than in France so 
made the decision to create a winery, and they also got NZ residency. 

While in France she was given the opportunity to illustrate children’s 
books. Another of her commissions was illustrating a French version of 
Snakes and Ladders. In 2007 Marion illustrated a French language book.  

Marion was a member of Hullabaloo, in Cromwell, from 2011-2018.  

When Marion started painting, she started with gouache and then used 
acrylics. She became very ill, and it was discovered that she was allergic to 
acrylic fumes. She had to give up everything, as her water based inks for 
etching have an acrylic base and she was allergic to this too. At the time 
she was teaching printmaking and painting to children in Alexandra, and 
teaching printmaking at the Thyme Festivals. She was very frustrated at 
this set back, and determinedly sought other ways to continue with her art. 

When she was pregnant with Hugo (now aged three), she didn’t want to be 
working with solvents and inks involved in print making, so she decided to 
teach herself to paint. 

She used gouache as a painting medium for a little while, but wasn’t 
entirely satisfied. She wanted to carry on with print making so she set 
about finding what was in the water based inks and began making her own 
paints. 

She made Casen paint, the oldest type of paint in the world.  It’s binder is 
cottage cheese, and has to be prepared each day fresh. She found she 
didn’t have time for this. 

Tempera paint is another she has tried where the binder is egg yolk. “This 

is really delicate,” she said “and there are a lot of rules.” 

With Gouache the binder is gum Arabic. Oil paints have 
linseed oil as a binder, while Acrylic paints use polymer as a 
binder, which is not eco friendly, as well as Marion being 
very allergic to them. 

Marion buys her pigments for paint making. “You have to 
learn a lot about pigments, which require a lot of safety 
equipment, as they contain cancer causing materials such as 
lead and zinc. Cadmium pigments (reds and yellows) and 
Cobalt (blue) and lead white are extremely poisonous,” 
Marion said.  

Natural pigments are a little safer. “I’ve got all these recipes 
now, so the next step is to make my own inks. I really enjoy 
making paints.”  

Marion pictured holding a wood cut print “In the end there will be 

trees,” depicting the entrance to the Clyde cemetery. 
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DIARY THESE 
DATES 
 

MONDAY Painters Feb 17 and 
March 2, 16 and 20. 

AGM: Monday, March 10—7pm 
At Community house 

RICHARD PARSONS solo 
exhibition at Eade Gallery  

EASTER EXHIBITION at the 
Masonic Lodge Rooms, Clyde, 
April 9-13 

Marion’s drawings are very detailed and precise. She found when she started 
painting that the process was more frustrating because of her obsession with detail. 
Then after the devastating problem of the allergies, she was forced back to print 
making or painting using gouache. 

Marion’s grandfather was a carver and made all his own tools. He gave some to 
Marion including some very precious small ones, made of needles. 

“I always wanted to go back to print making,” she said. “It was time to start again.” 
Print making makes more sense for me and my style. You have to live with it — the 
surprises and happy (or not) accidents. Once the ink is on the paper there is no 
going back to it.” When she plans a print she has to make decisions and sometimes 
sacrifices because she is limited by the numbers of layers that the paper can bear. 
“This is good for me, because there is no room for over thinking everything,” she said. 

She was working on a commissioned wine label when I was with her. A monotype 
print with no block. Marks are made on glass and the reversed image transferred to 
paper with a press.  

Now the parents of two sons, Jules (8) and Hugo (3), Marion and Antony both have 
very busy lifestyles. Antony managing the wine making business, Alexandra Vinters 
Limited, and Marion working to a strict schedule in her studio housed at the 
premises at 10 Success Street, Alexandra. 

Her works are available for sale at Eade Gallery Clyde or directly from Marion who 
can be contacted on marionvialade@gmail.com. She is on the Central Otago Arts 
Trail and Arts on the Cycle Trails. 

“My work is about places, people and objects that move me — but overall it is about 
human emotion, mine and others.” (Central Otago Arts Trail brochure) 

 

 

“Killer Queen” — a still life colour wood block print, made in three blocks with an intriguing and 
mysterious story behind it. An example of Marion’s imaginative works. 

“Sweet Sootie” a monotype by Marion which 

she gave to a friend as a gift. 

SUBS for 2020 are now due 

Our financial year is from January 1-December 31 

Invoices will be sent out mid-February. 

Direct credit your $20 to our bank account 03-1355-0542313-00 

or post to PO Box 305, Alexandra when you receive your invoice. 

 


