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Newsletter December 2020 

Dunstan High School Senior Art Prize 2020 

won by Arelya Miller 

President Nigel Wilson, left, and winner of the Dunstan High School 

Senior Art Prize, Arleya Miller, at prizegiving on December 10. 

 

Arelya Miller, year 13 at Dunstan High School was this year’s recipient of the Central Otago Art Society’s book prize
(“Crafting Aotearoa” by Karl Chitham) for the top senior artist for 2020. President Nigel attended the prizegiving to present 
Arleya with her prize. She is heading off to the Otago Polytechnic next year to study Fine Arts. Head of Art, Shelley 
Sanders said “she is a very talented painter. Arelya paints a lot of work that is pop inspired, bright, bold colours with a 
surrealist twist. We appreciate your support with recognising the tamariki and offering your generous award. Sometimes it's 
the positive push of encouragement for them, that they need to reach for the stars”. Pictured on the right is of one of 
Arelya’s 2020 paintings. 
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OBITUARY 

Olwyn Dykes 

Olwyn Dykes died at 
Auckland Hospital on 
November 21, 2020. 

A stalwart of the arts 
and past committee 
member of the Central 
Otago Art Society, she 
was known as one of 
New Zealand’s finest 
potters.  

She and husband Bob, an orthopaedic surgeon, retired 
to Alexandra from Invercargill 10 years ago.  

Gallery 5 in Invercargill was set up by Olwyn and 
friends, selling their own work as well as quality art 
from throughout New Zealand. 

Olwyn created intricate and detailed etchings over a 
period of 25 years some of which were purchased by 
the National Gallery. 

She exhibited widely at a variety of art society and 
pottery exhibitions and in several solo and joint 
exhibitions. 

Because of her health issues, Olwyn moved to Auckland 
this year, where her daughter Sue and family live. 

Examples of Olwyn’s pottery 

From the editor’s desk . . .  

As 2020 comes to a close, we reflect on a very strange and in 

some ways frightening year. COVID 19 seemed to change the 

world. We in New Zealand are very lucky to dodge a major 

outbreak and although lives succumbed to this virus, on the 

whole most New Zealand regions were kept safe. Sure, it has 

disrupted everyone’s lives as we knew them, and affected the 

economy in ways still to be realised, but most of us are still 

alive, and for that we are thankful. 

The Easter exhibition at Lodge Dunstan was cancelled due to 

COVID as we were in lock down, but we managed to have our 

usual successful Blossom Festival Exhibition and the Blossom 

Festival itself went ahead, bringing cheer and fun for people 

throughout the district. 

The Denis Kent Retrospective exhibition was a popular event, 

staged at Central Stories. What a wonderful collection of art 

Denis put on display, many paintings loaned from purchasers 

over the years. Well done Denis.. We look forward to your 

book of paintings which is about to be published. 

Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. 

Our thanks to our sponsors without whom our Blossom Festival Exhibition would not have prizes. Duncan Anderson 

Dentists and Stonewood Homes, our major sponsors; Gordon Harris Fine Art and Graphics; Commercial and Rural 

Insurance; DoddZone accountants; ICL accountants; New World Alexandra; Paper Plus and Affleck O’Meara. 

And congratulations to the prize-winners of our Blossom Festival Exhibition, and to Arelya Miller of Dunstan High. 

MONDAY PAINTERS 
What about joining Monday Painters in 2021? 

Tutor: Debbie Malcolm 

A happy group of artists of all levels enjoy meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of each month 10am-3pm at Community House 

$10 per day with some paints and materials supplied 

Starting for 2021 on Mondays February 1 and 15 

Olwyn Dykes 


