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Denis Kent pictured with his oil painting “Lavender Ladies” . 

SPECIAL SECTION 
The theme for the Special Section at the Blossom Festival Exhibition is 

REVIVAL 

With winter almost behind us and the Covid 19 pandemic hopefully staying 
away from Central Otago,  it’s time to look forward to our annual Blossom 
Festival Exhibition. 

It will be held in the same venue — the Community Hall in Skird Street, 
Alexandra from September 24 until October 2. Opening night for the 
Blossom Festival Exhibition will be Wednesday September 23. All members 
and their partners are invited. 

Denis Kent’s retrospective exhibition will be held at Central Stories from 
September 5 until October 9. Opening night for this exhibition is Friday, 
September 4.  

The Denis Ken Retrospective exhibition is supported by the Central Otago 
Art Society, Central Stories and Central Otago Arts Trust. 

DIARY THESE DATES 

September 5-October 9:  

DENIS KENT RETROSPECTIVE  

EXHIBITION at Central Stories 

Museum and Art Gallery. Open daily 
10am-4pm 
 

September 7 and 21 and October 7 

and 21: MONDAY PAINTERS 

Community House 10am-3pm 
 

Friday September 11: Closing date 

for entries for the Blossom Festival 

Exhibition 
 

Wednesday, September 23: 

Opening of the Blossom Festival 
Exhibition at Community Hall, 
Skird Street, Alexandra. 6.15pm 

Awards at 7pm. 

ALL MEMBERS INVITED 
 

Thursday September 24-Friday  

October 2: BLOSSOM FESTIVAL  

EXHIBITION open daily 10am-4pm 
Community Hall, Skird Street, Alexandra 
 

September 26 at 2pm 

Denis’s Painting Demonstration at 
Central Stories 



Page 2    President: Nigel Wilson Newsletter Editor: Beth McArthur           

PO Box 305 Alexandra www.centralotagoartsociety.com centralotagoartsociety@gmail.com

 

Victoria Dawes 
Guest Artist and Judge of the  

Blossom Festival Exhibition 
 

Victoria lives at Pisa Moorings where she has her studio. She is a teacher 

and an artist. She studied at a variety of art schools in the USA. 

Affiliated to the British Arts Council, Victoria now specialises in 

earthenware pottery making functional items, small animal sculptures 

and objects relating to her home. 

“I use red earthenware – the most abundant clay on the Earth’s surface. 

Through its formation process the clay travels through glaciers, rivers 

and streams – breaking down and picking up oxides and detritus that 

provide its rich colour and low firing properties. 

Having emigrated between England and New Zealand at an early age, 

choosing to travel and study in the Upper Midwest of America, I feel 

connected to earthenware as a material affected and formed by the 

places it has 

passed through. 

Using the potter’s wheel and slow repetitive mark-making processes, my 

practice is a meditation on the past as I make tableware inspired by memories 

of my home. Drawn from a romanticised nostalgia for people, places and 

traditions, I bring together snippets of banister spindles, soft drapery, 

embroidery and loose pyjamas to decorate pieces to be used and shared 

around today’s tables. Built from memories of the past at the beginning of new 

traditions, my cups and plates find life on and off well-loved sideboards, 

growing in character as they pick up chips on their rims – the patina of a life 

well lived.” www.victoriaclairedawes.com 

Victoria Dawes 

Photo: Ben Boswell 

Photos: Yeshen Venema 
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Denis Kent’s 
RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITION 

 

Internationally acclaimed Alexandra artist Denis Kent was 
born in Dunedin on May 19, 1940 and to celebrate his 80th 
birthday this year, a retrospective exhibition of his oil 
paintings over his painting career will be held at Central 
Stories Museum and Art Gallery from September 5 until 
October 9. 
 

His oil paintings specialise in realistic landscapes that depict 
West Coast bush and often feature a fisherman. Kent’s works 
encourage the viewer to imagine themselves within the 
atmospheric scenes. This exhibition features works spanning 
52 years — 1968-2020. The pieces, on loan from private 
owners around the world have never been seen together. 

Denis has exhibited paintings in the Central Otago Blossom 
Festival exhibition since 1966 — a record. The painting he 
entered in 1966 was entitled “Lake Hayes” and it sold for 10 
guineas. This exhibition was held at the Centennial Swimming 
Pool on Thompson Street, Alexandra, now Centennial Park. 
 

He attended Mornington primary school then Dunedin North 
Intermediate followed by Otago Boys’ High School. He has a 
twin brother, Dick. 

“As long as I can remember I have loved drawing,” Denis said. 
When I was 12 years old my teacher recognised that I had a 
talent for art and drawing and she encouraged me.  And one 

of my school reports from Dunedin North Intermediate states 
“one of the finest art students ever to attend this school.” 

“I spent a lot of time walking through the town belt in 
Dunedin, and I drew the bush. I’ve always loved the bush,” he 
said. 

When Denis left school he was employed as a commercial 
and display artist at Brown Ewing's in Dunedin.  

“I can’t remember exactly how many paintings I’ve done — 
it’s hundreds,” said Denis. A lot of these have been purchased 
by overseas buyers. Plenty of overseas visitors came to his 
studio when he lived at Makarora. Visitors from Scotland fell 
in love with his work, particularly the paintings which had 
people fishing. He established a contact with a gallery in 
Scotland which exhibited and sold a lot of his fishing 
paintings. 

Denis’s paintings have been accepted several times for the 
Kelliher Art Prize competition.  

It has been quite a busy time for Denis contacting clients in 
New Zealand who are willing to loan their “Denis Kent 
Painting/s” for this retrospective exhibition and there will be 
a total of 48 exhibited. 

Denis held his first and only solo exhibition in Christchurch in 
Hayes in the Northland Shopping Mall, in 1969. There were 
40 of his paintings in that exhibition. 

His career as a full time artist began in 1993 when he left his 
position at Placemakers and shifted to Makarora with his 
wife, June. They built a new home there and Denis just loved 
painting the scenery there. 

“It was terrific, I loved the bush, the bird life, the rain, the 
environment and the small community there,” he said. 

Denis frames all his own art works. He has a professional 
under pinner for the framing which he purchased from 
France. He finishes the corners to perfection. Over the years 
Denis has won first place in the Blossom Festival exhibition 
and taken out a few second and third placings as well as 
winning People’s Choice on several occasions. 

He painted several backdrops for the Alexandra Musical 
Society’s productions in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Denis is grateful to the organising committee comprising 

By Beth McArthur 

Denis with “Tranquil Day” one his paintings for the  exhibition 
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A selection of paintings for the retrospective exhibition. The 

one in  the front, “Fleet at Rest” was chosen for the Kelliher Art 

Prize competition in 1968. 

representatives of the board of Central Stories and Art Gallery 
and the Central Otago Art Society which is organising his 
retrospective exhibition. 

When presenting Denis with life member of the Central Otago 
Art Society in 2017, president Nigel Wilson said “He is one of 
New Zealand’s finest landscape artists, well respected for his 
paintings here in New Zealand as well as overseas.” 

Nowadays Denis is semi retired and paints commissions and for 
the Blossom Festival Exhibition. His entry in this year’s 
exhibition is an oil painting of children playing in the snow in 
Pioneer Park, titled “Winter Playground.” It will be the 53rd 
consecutive year he has exhibited in our annual Blossom 
Festival exhibition. 

 

BLOSSOM FESTIVAL ART EXHIBITION 

Guest Artist and Judge: Victoria Dawes 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Duncan Anderson Dental Surgeons 

and Stonewood Homes 
PREMIER AWARD 

Stonewood Homes and Duncan Anderson Dental Surgeons    

$2,000 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Gordon Harris online store account                                       $500 

Commercial & Rural Insurance and DoddZone Accountants                      $500 

New World Alexandra and ICL Chartered Accountants                                $500 

 

ELIZABETH STEVENS MEMORIAL AWARD  

Central Otago Art Society                            $500 

 

“REVIVAL” CATEGORY 

Oliver’s Central Otago          Accommodation and meal for 2 for one night 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD 

Alexandra Paper Plus and Affleck O’Meara Accountants                            $450 

The Central Otago Art Society acknowledges 
and thanks the sponsors for their support 

We need Volunteers to work on the desk. 

Phone or email Denis Litchfield to put your 
name down: 0274 206 696 ebgym@xtra.co.nz 

Denis’s Demo 
Denis will be giving a demonstration of painting  

On Saturday, September 26 

at 2pm 

At Central Stories. Centennial Avenue. 

Come along and watch him paint.  


