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Newsletter April 2021 

 

Easter Cash and Carry popular 
“The most encouraging thing to say about our Easter Cash and Carry Exhibition was that it was very well attended,” said President Nigel 

Wilson, “This resulted in 25 sales. I would like to thank all those who took part and the volunteers who helped to make another great 

Easter show.” The Clyde Wine and Food Festival was held on Sunday April 4, and although windy, was its usual popular event bringing 

people into the art exhibition. The two events go well together. 

The raffle was won by Judy Harvey with ticket number 478. 

ENTRIES CLOSE 10pm FRIDAY JULY 30, 2021  

Finalists will be selected on Friday August 13.  

Supreme Arts Gold Award $10,000  

Central Otago Artist Award $5,000 

2 Highly Commended Awards $3,000 each 

Youth Award $3,000 

People’s Choice Award $1,000 

Google Arts Gold Awards 2021 for an entry form, or email 

enquiries@centralstories.com 
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President’s report to the Central Otago Art Society 

2021 

The year 2020 is notable for being the time of Covid 19, the consequences of 

which have now found their way into legislature.  

The Art Society is now required, in its financial statement to include a Covid 19 
Impact Statement – as follows: 

The Coronavirus Covid 19 Pandemic lockdown measures introduced on March 

21, 2020, resulted in the cancellation of the Easter Exhibition in Clyde. As a large 
part of the Society’s income is derived from exhibition income, the cancellation 

caused a greatly reduced cash flow, which required a committee transfer of $5,000 
from invested funds to cover costs for 2020. Other measures to reduce costs are 
being considered. While there remains some risk that coronavirus may re-emerge 

with a similar impact, the society’s reserves should ensure there is little risk to the 
ability of Central Otago Art Society to continue to operate on a solid financial 

footing. 

On a better note the Blossom Festival Exhibition was once again successful in sales and numbers through the doors. 

Our guest artist was Victoria Dawes from Pisa Moorings who awarded the first prize to local Dorothy Piper. I have 

to thank our sponsors for their support and also thank the committee for all their efforts to once again make this 

event quite special. 

 
There may be some changes afoot to our exhibition routine with discussion about a possible change of venue for the 

Blossom Festival Exhibition to Central Stories. At the moment this is still a broad discussion with initial positive 

discussion between the COAS and Brian Budd, manager of Central Stories. 

With our ongoing art programme, the Monday art class tutored by Debbie Malcolm have been well attended 

reflecting how appreciative attendees are of the set of skills Debbie brings to these Monday classes. 

One of the highlights of the year was Denis Kent’s retrospective held at Central Stories which proved immensely 

popular and with an accompanying book that to date has sold 55 copies. Denis is one of four life members and also, 

I’m pretty sure, the longest, perhaps oldest, showing artist of our membership. The COAS was pleased, as part of 

their mission to foster the arts in our community to oversee the exhibition with sponsorship, fundraising and 

curation. 

Coming up on the calendar is the Easter show at Clyde. This is always a fascinating show and hopefully this year we 

can benefit from the recent spending climate in the wake of Covid. 

 

 

 

Nigel Wilson 

PRESIDENT 

CENTRAL OTAGO ART SOCIETY 

Nigel Wilson, President 



Page 3    President: Nigel Wilson                               Newsletter Editor: Beth McArthur           

PO Box 305 Alexandra www.centralotagoartsociety.com                            centralotagoartsociety@gmail.com

                                              

 

New Patron and Treasurer elected at AGM 
Denis Kent was elected Patron of 

the Central Otago Art Society at 

the annual general meeting on 

Tuesday, March 9. 

Well known local artist Denis has 

exhibited paintings in every 

exhibition since 1966 when the 

exhibition was held at the former 

Centennial Swimming Pool in 

Thompson Street. 

Last year there was a very successful retrospective 

exhibition of Denis’s paintings at Central Stories and 

currently a book is of his paintings is on sale at Central 

Stories. There are still some copies left for you to 

purchase. 

After 15 years as treasurer, Judy Campbell has passed 

the baton to Maria Verduyn to take on the role.  

Judy did much more than the treasurer’s job, and is an 

Denis Kent, Patron 

absolutely reliable 

member who leaves 

nothing to chance — a 

perfectionist. She remains 

on the committee and will 

be training Maria in the 

job of treasurer for the 

next year. There are a lot 

of rules and procedures in 

place now for treasurers of Incorporated Societies. 

Judy first joined the committee of the Central Otago Art 

Society in 2004. She was made a life member in 2018. 

Maria is a budding artist and a regular attendee of 

Monday Painters, and has sold paintings at Blossom 

Festival exhibition and Art in the Garden. Maria has 

another talent — she is a professional caterer when not 

painting, and is well known in Alexandra for her 

delicious food and its presentation. 

Patron    Denis Kent 

President   Nigel Wilson 

Vice President   Melanie Eade 

Secretary/Newsletter  Beth McArthur 

Treasurer/Membership Maria Verduyn 

Exhibition Secretary  Melanie Eade 

Website/Archivist  Rebekah de Jong 

Committee: Judy Campbell, Dorothy Piper, Camille 

Alabaster, Sheena Lassen, Allan Johnston and Russell 

Read. 

Judy Campbell and Maria Verduyn 

Election of Officers 2021-2022 

Sanchia Jacobs CEO of the District Council 

Guest Speaker at AGM 

Although Sanchia comes from a very artistic family, she said that 

she is not particularly artistic. She once did a bone carving course, 

and then opted to go on an academic route, and after gaining more 

than one degree became a trade negotiator to local government.  

Sanchia’s mother was an artist and a jeweller and her stepfather an 

artist. Her sister is an artist in Nelson. 

As an elected body, the Council doesn’t have a specific vision for 

Arts in Central Otago, but Sanchia said “they would support what-

ever the community’s vision for the arts is.” 

She spoke of some modern ways of enhancing towns and parks 

with art, for example, Art in the park. “Park benches don’t’ need to 

be brown,” she suggested. Some Councils use rainbow effects on 

roads and pavements.  

She said that in this Covid world funding for the arts might de-

crease, but this is the time we need arts even more. 

LIFE MEMBERS of CO ART SOCIETY 

Nigel Wilson, Allan Johnston 

Denis Kent and Judy Campbell 
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INDIGO ARTISTS AT CENTRAL STORIES 

April 3-May 2 open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm 

Members of Indigo: Luke Anthony, Lynne Wilson, Nigel Wilson, Megan Huffadine, Annemarie Hope-Cross, Rachael 

Hirabyashi, Shaun Burdon, Judy Cockeram and Jillian Porteous. 

Indigo is an artist led informal and fluid collaboration of nine artists who mount group exhibitions of their work. It presents a 
model of group artists with differing practices working together to curate their own shows so that a narrative may develop 
between the works. 

All members live in Central Otago and Clyde artist Neil Driver joins them as guest artist for this exhibition. 


